Trial of Mary Blandy.

Mary Blandy, and instructing him to take the requisite steps:
for that purpose. The result of the Justice-Clerk's inquiry,
as appears from the further correspondence, was completely
to exonerate Mr. Carre from, the charges of negligence and
delay made against him by the Mayor's messenger.

On 4th October the Chancellor wrote to the Secretary regard-
ing a petition by the " Noblemen and Gentlemen in the Neigh-
bourhood of Henley-upon-Thames, and the Mayor and principal
Magistrates of that Town, to the Duke of Newcastle," thank-
ing his grace for King George's " Paternal Goodness " in direct-
ing that the prisoner should be prosecuted at "His Majesty's.
Expence," stating that no endeavour would be wanting on their
part to render that prosecution successful, and praying that, in
order to bring to justice "the Wicked Contriver and Insti-
gator of this Villainous Scheme/' His Majesty might be pleased'
to offer by proclamation a reward for Cranstoun's apprehension.
The signatories included the Mayor and Rector of Henley, divers
county magnates, and also the local magistrates, Lords Maccles-
field and Cadogan, whose " indefatigable diligence " in getting
up the Crown case was specially commended by Bathurst at the
trial. By Lord Hardwicke's instructions the Duke submitted
the petition to the Attorney-General, with the query, whether
it would be advisable to issue such a proclamation? And Sir
Dudley Ryder, while of opinion that the matter was one " of
mere discretion in His Majesty " and generally approving the
measure, thought it probable that the person in question might
even then " be gone beyond sea." Mr. Attorney's conjecture-
was, as we shall find, correct.

There is an interesting letter from one Mr. Wise to Mr.
Sharpe, Solicitor to the Treasury, giving us a glimpse of Miss*
Blandy in prison. The writer describes a visit paid by him to
Oxford Castle and the condition in which he found her, tells
how he impressed upon the keeper and Mrs. Dean the dire results
to themselves of allowing her to escape, and mentions the-
annoyance of Parson Swinton, " a great favourite of Miss
Blandy's," at the "freedom" taken with his name by some-
anonymous scribbler. This was not the first time that reverend'
gentleman had to complain of the "liberty" of the Press, as
we learn from certain curious pamphlets of 1739, from which:
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